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Sermon Notes
Now the one who has fashioned us for this very purpose is God, who has
given us the Spirit as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come. 2 Co 5:5

The Holy Spirit IDENTIFIES BELIEVERS WITH JESUS AND
INSTILLS HIS CHARACTER IN THEM
For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for
all, and therefore all died. 15 And he died for all, that those who live should
no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised
again.
2 Corinthians 5:1415
I. Acts 6:8
8
Now Stephen, a man full of God’s grace and power, performed
great wonders and signs among the people.

Christ’s Character IS WINSOME AND POWERFUL
Jesus withdrew with his disciples to the lake, and a large crowd from
Galilee followed. 8 When they heard about all he was doing, many people
came to him from Judea, Jerusalem, Idumea, and the regions across the
Jordan and around Tyre and Sidon. 9 Because of the crowd he told his
disciples to have a small boat ready for him, to keep the people from
crowding him. 10 For he had healed many, so that those with diseases were
pushing forward to touch him. 11 Whenever the impure spirits saw him, they
fell down before him and cried out, “You are the Son of God.” 12 But he
gave them strict orders not to tell others about him. Mark 3:712
II. Acts 6:910
9

Opposition arose, however, from members of the Synagogue of
the Freedmen (as it was called)—Jews of Cyrene and Alexandria as
well as the provinces of Cilicia and Asia—who began to argue with
Stephen. 10 But they could not stand up against the wisdom the
Spirit gave him as he spoke.

Christ’s Character IS FULL OF WISDOM AND THE SPIRIT
When Jesus had finished these parables, he moved on from there. 54
Coming to his hometown, he began teaching the people in their
synagogue, and they were amazed. “Where did this man get this wisdom
and these miraculous powers?” they asked. Matthew 13:5354
III. Acts 6:1115
11

Then they secretly persuaded some men to say, “We have heard
Stephen speak blasphemous words against Moses and against
God.” 12 So they stirred up the people and the elders and the
teachers of the law. They seized Stephen and brought him before
the Sanhedrin. 13 They produced false witnesses, who testified,
“This fellow never stops speaking against this holy place and
against the law.14 For we have heard him say that this Jesus of
Nazareth will destroy this place and change the customs Moses
handed down to us.” 15 All who were sitting in the Sanhedrin looked
intently at Stephen, and they saw that his face was like the face of
an angel.

Christ’s Character IS PEACEFUL AND CONFIDENT IN
CONFLICT
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 10
Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11 “Blessed are you when people insult
you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of
me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in
the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. Matthew
5:912

