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Sermon Outline Notes

Exercise daily in God—no spiritual flabbiness, please! Workouts in the
gymnasium are useful, but a disciplined life in God is far more so, making
you fit both today and forever. 1 Timothy 4:8 MSG

The Spirit Inspires BY GIVING US RESOURCES, ABILITIES,
& PASSIONS

We Perspire BY PRACTICING & EXERCISING WHAT WE
ARE GIVEN

To those who use well what they are given, even more will be given, and
they will have an abundance. But from those who do nothing, even what
little they have will be taken away. Matthew 25:29 NLT

l. Acts 6:1-6

"In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the
Hellenistic Jews among them complained against the Hebraic Jews
because their widows were being overlooked in the daily distribution
of food. 2 So the Twelve gathered all the disciples together and said,
“It would not be right for us to neglect the ministry of the word of God
in order to wait on tables. 3 Brothers and sisters, choose seven men
from among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom.
We will turn this responsibility over to them * and will give our
attention to prayer and the ministry of the word.” 5 This proposal
pleased the whole group. They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and
of the Holy Spirit; also Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas,
and Nicolas from Antioch, a convert to Judaism. ¢ They presented
these men to the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them.

Practicing our Partnership with the Spirit REQUIRES
OPENNESS TO OPPORTUNITY & DAILY DILIGENCE




“Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and
whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. Luke
16:10

Il. Genesis 41:37-40

%" The plan seemed good to Pharaoh and to all his officials. *® So
Pharaoh asked them, “Can we find anyone like this man, one in whom
is the spirit of God?” *® Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Since God has
made all this known to you, there is no one so discerning and wise as
you. *’ You shall be in charge of my palace, and all my people are to
submit to your orders. Only with respect to the throne will | be greater
than you.”

Practicing our Partnership with the Spirit STRENGTHENS
SKILL & DEVELOPS DISCERNMENT

For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to
teach you again the basic principles of the oracles of God. You need milk,
not solid food, " for everyone who lives on milk is unskilled in the word of
righteousness, since he is a child. ™ But solid food is for the mature, for
those who have their powers of discernment trained by constant practice to
distinguish good from evil. Hebrews 5:12-14 ESV

lll. Exodus 35:30-35

30 Then Moses said to the Israelites, “See, the Lorp has chosen
Bezalel son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah, ' and he has
filled him with the Spirit of God, with wisdom, with understanding,
with knowledge and with all kinds of skills— 32 to make artistic
designs for work in gold, silver and bronze, 3 to cut and set stones,
to work in wood and to engage in all kinds of artistic crafts. 3¢ And he
has given both him and Oholiab son of Ahisamak, of the tribe of Dan,
the ability to teach others. ** He has filled them with skill to do all
kinds of work as engravers, designers, embroiderers in blue, purple
and scarlet yarn and fine linen, and weavers—all of them skilled
workers and designers.

Practicing our Partnership with the Spirit CREATES
COOPERATION & BRINGS BEAUTY TO THE COMMUNITY

There are many amazing working gifts in the church, but it is the same
God who energizes them all in all who have the gifts. 7 Each believer has
received a gift that manifests the Spirit’s power and presence. That gift is
given for the good of the whole community. 1 Corinthians 12:6-7 VOICE



