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Therefore let us leave the elementary doctrine of Christ and go on to 
maturity, not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works 
and of faith toward God, and of instruction about washings, the laying 
on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment. 
Hebrews 6:1-2 ESV  

Maturity is formed IN US BY GOD 

And IS CULTIVATED THROUGH RELATIONSHIP AND 
RESPONSIBILITY 
5-8 “I am the Vine, you are the branches. When you’re joined with me 
and I with you, the relation intimate and organic, the harvest is sure to 
be abundant. Separated, you can’t produce a thing. Anyone who 
separates from me is deadwood, gathered up and thrown on the 
bonfire. But if you make yourselves at home with me and my words are 
at home in you, you can be sure that whatever you ask will be listened 
to and acted upon. This is how my Father shows who he is—when you 
produce grapes, when you mature as my disciples. John 15:5-8 MSG 
 
I. Philippians 1:1-2 
Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, To all God’s holy 
people in Christ Jesus at Philippi, together with the overseers and 
deacons: 2 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

Maturity THRIVES IN SERVICE AND SAINTHOOD AND 
SUBMITS TO LEADERSHIP 

Have confidence in your leaders and submit to their authority, because 

 



they keep watch over you as those who must give an account. Do this so 
that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no benefit 
to you. Hebrews 13:17 

II. Philippians 1:3-8 
3 I thank my God every time I remember you. 4 In all my prayers for 
all of you, I always pray with joy 5 because of your partnership in 
the gospel from the first day until now, 6 being confident of this, that 
he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until 
the day of Christ Jesus.7 It is right for me to feel this way about all of 
you, since I have you in my heart and, whether I am in chains or 
defending and confirming the gospel, all of you share in God’s 
grace with me. 8 God can testify how I long for all of you with the 
affection of Christ Jesus. 

Maturity PRODUCES GRATITUDE, PRAYER & FRUITFUL 
PARTNERSHIP 

“My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in 
me through their message, 21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as 
you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world 
may believe that you have sent me. 22 I have given them the glory that 
you gave me, that they may be one as we are one— 23 I in them and you 
in me—so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world 
will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved 
me. John 17:20-23 

III. Philippians 1:9-11 
9 And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more 
in knowledge and depth of insight, 10 so that you may be able to 
discern what is best and may be pure and blameless for the day of 
Christ,11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through 
Jesus Christ—to the glory and praise of God. 

Maturity LEARNS TO LOVE WITH DISCERNMENT AND 
DEDICATED ACTION 

Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of 
many kinds, 3 because you know that the testing of your faith produces 
perseverance. Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be 
mature and complete, not lacking anything. 5 If any of you lacks wisdom, 
you should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, 
and it will be given to you. James 1:2-5 

 

 


