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Sermon Outline Notes 
This fulfills the prophecy of Isaiah that says, ‘When you hear what I say, 
you will not understand.  When you see what I do, you will not 
comprehend. 15 For the hearts of these people are hardened, and their 
ears cannot hear, and they have closed their eyes — so their eyes 
cannot see, and their ears cannot hear, and their hearts cannot 
understand, and they cannot turn to me and let me heal them.’* 16 “But 
blessed are your eyes, because they see; and your ears, because they 
hear.                  Matthew 13:14–16 NLT 

We Double-Down on a Losing Hand when we CHOOSE OUR 
OWN WAY OVER GOD’S 
I. Jeremiah 18:1-17 
2 “Go down to the potter’s house, and there I will give you my 
message.” 3 So I went down to the potter’s house, and I saw him 
working at the wheel. 4 But the pot he was shaping from the clay 
was marred in his hands; so the potter formed it into another pot, 
shaping it as seemed best to him. 5 Then the word of the Lord came 
to me. 6 He said, “Can I not do with you, Israel, as this potter does?” 
declares the Lord. “Like clay in the hand of the potter, so are you in 
my hand, Israel... 

We Double-Down on a Winning Hand when we PUT 
OURSELVES IN GOD’S HANDS 
 
So here’s what I want you to do, God helping you: Take your everyday, 
ordinary life—your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-around 
life—and place it before God as an offering. Embracing what God does 
for you is the best thing you can do for him. Don’t become so well-
adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even thinking. Instead, 
fix your attention on God. You’ll be changed from the inside out. Readily 
recognize what he wants from you, and quickly respond to it. Unlike the 
culture around you, always dragging you down to its level of immaturity, 
God brings the best out of you, develops well-formed maturity in you.                          
Romans 12:1–2 MSG 



II. Jeremiah 18:18-23 
18 They said, “Come, let’s make plans against Jeremiah; for the 
teaching of the law by the priest will not cease, nor will counsel 
from the wise, nor the word from the prophets. So come, let’s attack 
him with our tongues and pay no attention to anything he says.” 19 
Listen to me, Lord; hear what my accusers are saying! 20 Should 
good be repaid with evil? Yet they have dug a pit for me. Remember 
that I stood before you and spoke in their behalf to turn your wrath 
away from them... 23 But you, Lord, know all their plots to kill me. Do 
not forgive their crimes or blot out their sins from your sight. Let 
them be overthrown before you; deal with them in the time of your 
anger. 

We Double-Down on a Losing Hand when we REFUSE GOD’S 
GOOD JUDGEMENT  
We pray to God that you will not do what is wrong by refusing our 
correction. I hope we won’t need to demonstrate our authority when we 
arrive. Do the right thing before we come...  10 I am writing this to you 
before I come, hoping that I won’t need to deal severely with you when I 
do come. For I want to use the authority the Lord has given me to 
strengthen you, not to tear you down.                                2 Corinthians 
13:7–10 NLT 

III. Jeremiah 19:1-15 
1 This is what the Lord says: “Go and buy a clay jar from a potter. 
Take along some of the elders of the people and of the priests 2 and 
go out to the Valley of Ben Hinnom... There proclaim the words I tell 
you... 3 ‘Listen! I am going to bring a disaster on this place that will 
make the ears of everyone who hears of it tingle... 7 In this place I 
will ruin the plans of Judah and Jerusalem. I will make them fall by 
the sword before their enemies, at the hands of those who want to 
kill them... 10 “Then break the jar while those who go with you are 
watching, 11 and say to them, ‘This is what the Lord Almighty says: I 
will smash this nation and this city just as this potter’s jar is 
smashed and cannot be repaired... because they were stiff-necked 
and would not listen to my words.’”  

Choosing which Hand to Double-Down on HAS ETERNAL 
CONSEQUENCES 
The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand 
slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, 
but everyone to come to repentance.                                            2 Peter 
3:9 


