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“If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. " If you
belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not
belong to the world, but | have chosen you out of the world. That is why the
world hates you. ° Remember what | told you: ‘A servant is not greater
than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also. If
they obeyed my teaching, they will obey yours also. 2" They will treat you
this way because of my name, for they do not know the one who sent me.
John 15:18-21

When we Say “Come Holy Spirit” WE CAN EXPECT TO
IDENTIFY WITH THE SUFFERINGS OF CHRIST

For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you,
leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his steps. 1 Peter
2:21 ESV

I. Acts 7:54-56

When they heard this, they were furious and gnashed their teeth at
him. 5° But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and
saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. ¢
“Look,” he said, “l see heaven open and the Son of Man standing

at the right hand of God.”

When the Spirit moves HE INSTILLS LOVE IN ONE WHILE
PROVOKING ANGER IN ANOTHER

He comforts us BY LETTING US SEE GOD’S PERSPECTIVE

| want to know Christ—yes, to know the power of his resurrection and
participation in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death,"" and so,
somehow, attaining to the resurrection from the dead. Philippians
3:10-11
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Il. Acts 7:57-60

57 At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their
voices, they all rushed at him, *® dragged him out of the city and
began to stone him. Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their clothes at
the feet of a young man named Saul. 5° While they were stoning
him, Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” ¢ Then he fell
on his knees and cried out, “Lord, do not hold this sin against
them.” When he had said this, he fell asleep.

When the Spirit moves SOME RESPOND WITH VIOLENCE
WHILE OTHERS OFFER FORGIVENESS

He Comforts us BY ALIGNING US WITH JESUS’ LIFE

Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that
suffering produces perseverance; * perseverance, character; and
character, hope. ° And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s
love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has
been given to us. Romans 5:3-5

lll. Acts 8:1-4

&1 And Saul was there, giving approval to his death. On that day a
great persecution broke out against the church at Jerusalem, and
all except the apostles were scattered throughout Judea and
Samaria. 2 Godly men buried Stephen and mourned deeply for him.
3 But Saul began to destroy the church. Going from house to house,
he dragged off men and women and put them in prison. * Those
who had been scattered preached the word wherever they went.

When the Spirit moves OFTEN PERSECUTION AND
DISCOMFORT DRIVE US TOWARD OUR GOAL

He Comforts us BY PROMISING US HIS REWARD

Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all
kinds of evil against you because of me. '? Rejoice and be glad, because
great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the
prophets who were before you. Matthew 5:11-12

Now [ rejoice in what | am suffering for you, and I fill up in my flesh what is
still lacking in regard to Christ's afflictions, for the sake of his body, which
is the church.

Colossians 1:24






