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Sermon Outline Notes

What do people get for all the toil and anxious striving with which they
labor under the sun? 22 All their days their work is grief and pain; even at
night their minds do not rest. This too is meaningless. Ecclesiastes
2:22-23

WE REST BY PUTTING ON The Yoke of Jesus

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.
2 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for | am gentle and humble
in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. * For my yoke is easy and
my burden is light.” Matthew 11:29-30

l. Jeremiah 27:1-15

' Early in the reign of Zedekiah son of Josiah king of Judah, this
word came to Jeremiah from the Lorp: 2 ...“Make a yoke out of
straps and crossbars and put it on your neck.®Then send word to the
kings of Edom, Moab, Ammon, Tyre and Sidon through the envoys
who have come to Jerusalem to Zedekiah king of Judah. * .... “Tell
this to your masters: ° With my great power and outstretched arm |
made the earth and its people and the animals that are on it, and |
give it to anyone | please. ® Now | will give all your countries into
the hands of my servant Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon...” All
nations will serve him and his son and his grandson until the time
for his land comes; then many nations and great kings will
subjugate him...'? | gave the same message to Zedekiah king of
Judah. | said, “Bow your neck under the yoke of the king of
Babylon; serve him and his people, and you will live.

The Yoke’s on Us when WE EMBRACE HIS PLAN FOR OUR
LIVES

So here’s what | want you to do, God helping you: Take your everyday,
ordinary life—your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-around
life—and place it before God as an offering. Embracing what God does for



you is the best thing you can do for him. Romans 12:1 The Message

Il. Jeremiah 27:16-22

8 Then | said to the priests and all these people, “This is what the
Lorp says: Do not listen to the prophets who say, ‘Very soon now the
articles from the Lorp’s house will be brought back from Babylon.’
They are prophesying lies to you."” Do not listen to them. Serve the
king of Babylon, and you will live... 2! yes, this is what the Lorp
Almighty, the God of Israel, says about the things that are left in the
house of the Lorp and in the palace of the king of Judah and in
Jerusalem: 2 ‘They will be taken to Babylon and there they will
remain until the day | come for them,’ declares the Lorb.

The Yoke’s on Us when WE VALUE WHAT GOD IS DOING IN
OUR LIVES AT THE MOMENT

“Anyone who loves their father or mother more than me is not worthy of
me, anyone who loves their son or daughter more than me is not worthy of
me. % Whoever does not take up their cross and follow me is not worthy of
me. 3° Whoever finds their life will lose it, and whoever loses their life for
my sake will find it. Matthew 10:37-39

lll. Jeremiah 28:1-17

® Then the prophet Hananiah took the yoke off the neck of the
prophet Jeremiah and broke it, ' and he said before all the people,
“This is what the Lorp says: ‘In the same way | will break the yoke
of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon off the neck of all the nations
within two years.’”...'2 After the prophet Hananiah had broken the
yoke off the neck of the prophet Jeremiah, the word of the Lorp
came to Jeremiah: *“Go and tell Hananiah, ‘This is what the Lorp
says: You have broken a wooden yoke, but in its place you will get
a yoke of iron..."”” Then the prophet Jeremiah said to Hananiah the
prophet, “Listen, Hananiah! The Lorp has not sent you, yet you have
persuaded this nation to trust in lies. '® Therefore this is what the
Lorp says: ‘1 am about to remove you from the face of the earth.
This very year you are going to die, because you have preached
rebellion against the Lorp.’”

The Yoke’s on Us when WE QUIT TRYING TO RUN

“Very truly | tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the sheep pen
by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2



The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. ° The
gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He
calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. John 10:1-3



