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Sermon Notes
“For a firstcentury Jew, most if not all the works of healing, which

form the bulk of Jesus' mighty works, could be seen as the
restoration to membership in Israel of those who, through sickness
or whatever, had been excluded as ritually unclean. The healings
thus function in exact parallel with the welcome of sinners, and this,
we may be quite sure, was what Jesus himself intended. He never
performed mighty works simply to impress. He saw them as part of
the inauguration of the sovereign and healing rule of Israel's
covenant god.” NT Wright
The Holy Spirit WELCOMES US HOME
By HEALING THE HURTS, HANGUPS, & HATE
That KEEP US FROM COMMUNITY
If the Spirit of God is leading you, then take comfort in knowing you are
His children. 15 You see, you have not received a spirit that returns you to
slavery, so you have nothing to fear. The Spirit you have received adopts
you and welcomes you into God’s own family. Romans 8:1415a VOICE
I. Acts 9:3235 People who are disqualified from ministry
32
As Peter traveled about the country, he went to visit the Lord’s
people who lived in Lydda. 33 There he found a man named
Aeneas, who was paralyzed and had been bedridden for eight
years. 34 “Aeneas,” Peter said to him, “Jesus Christ heals you. Get
up and roll up your mat.” Immediately Aeneas got up. 35 All those
who lived in Lydda and Sharon saw him and turned to the Lord.

The Holy Spirit Heals HELPLESSNESS & HOPELESSNESS

And Welcomes us INTO DIGNITY, DISTINCTION & DUTY
For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so
we can do the good things he planned for us long ago. Ephesians 2:10
NLT
II. Acts 9:3642 People who have disqualified themselves from ministry
36
In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (in Greek her name
is Dorcas); she was always doing good and helping the poor. 37
About that time she became sick and died, and her body was
washed and placed in an upstairs room. 38 Lydda was near Joppa;
so when the disciples heard that Peter was in Lydda, they sent two
men to him and urged him, “Please come at once!” 39 Peter went
with them, and when he arrived he was taken upstairs to the room.
All the widows stood around him, crying and showing him the robes
and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was still with
them. 40 Peter sent them all out of the room; then he got down on
his knees and prayed. Turning toward the dead woman, he said,
“Tabitha, get up.” She opened her eyes, and seeing Peter she sat
up. 41 He took her by the hand and helped her to her feet. Then he
called for the believers, especially the widows, and presented her
to them alive. 42 This became known all over Joppa, and many
people believed in the Lord.

The Holy Spirit Heals BITTERNESS & BURNOUT
And Welcomes us INTO SUSTAINABILITY & SYNERGY
Don’t burn out; keep yourselves fueled and aflame. Be alert servants of
the Master, cheerfully expectant. Don’t quit in hard times; pray all the
harder. Help needy Christians; be inventive in hospitality. Bless your
enemies; no cursing under your breath. Laugh with your happy friends
when they’re happy; share tears when they’re down. Get along with each
other; don’t be stuckup. Make friends with nobodies; don’t be the great
somebody. Don’t hit back; discover beauty in everyone. If you’ve got it in
you, get along with everybody. Don’t insist on getting even; that’s not for
you to do. “I’ll do the judging,” says God. “I’ll take care of it.” Romans
12:1117 The Message

