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Sermon Notes
Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of
many kinds, 3 because you know that the testing of your faith produces
perseverance. Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be
mature and complete, not lacking anything. James 1:2-4

Maturity is formed THROUGH PERSEVERANCE IN TRIALS
OF MANY KINDS
I. Philippians 1:12-14
12 
Now I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that what has
happened to me has actually served to advance the gospel. 13
 As a
result, it has become clear throughout the whole palace guard and
to everyone else that I am in chains for Christ. 14
 And because of my
chains, most of the brothers and sisters have become confident in
the Lord and dare all the more to proclaim the gospel without fear.

Maturity UNDERSTANDS THAT GOOD THINGS CAN COME
FROM BAD CIRCUMSTANCES
As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2  His disciples asked
him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born
blind?” 3  “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this
happened so that the works of God might be displayed in him. John 9:1-2

II. Philippians 1:15-18a
15 
It is true that some preach Christ out of envy and rivalry, but
others out of goodwill. 16
 The latter do so out of love, knowing that I
am put here for the defense of the gospel. 17
 The former preach
Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely, supposing that they
can stir up trouble for me while I am in chains. 18a
 But what does it
matter? The important thing is that in every way, whether from false
motives or true, Christ is preached. And because of this I rejoice.

Maturity REALIZES THAT GOOD THINGS CAN COME FROM
“BAD PEOPLE”
“Teacher,” said John, “we saw someone driving out demons in your
name and we told him to stop, because he was not one of us.” 39
  “Do not
stop him,” Jesus said. “For no one who does a miracle in my name can in
the next moment say anything bad about me, 40
  for whoever is not
41
against us is for us.  Truly I tell you, anyone who gives you a cup of
water in my name because you belong to the Messiah will certainly not
lose their reward. Mark 9:38-41
III. Philippians 1:18b-26
18b
Yes, and I will continue to rejoice, 19
 for I know that through your
prayers and God’s provision of the Spirit of Jesus Christ what has
happened to me will turn out for my deliverance. 20
 I eagerly expect
and hope that I will in no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient
courage so that now as always Christ will be exalted in my body,
whether by life or by death. 21
 For to me, to live is Christ and to die
is gain. 22
 If I am to go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful
labor for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not know! 23
 I am torn
between the two: I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is
better by far; 24
 but it is more necessary for you that I remain in the
body. 25
 Convinced of this, I know that I will remain, and I will
continue with all of you for your progress and joy in the faith, 26
 so
that through my being with you again your boasting in Christ Jesus
will abound on account of me.

Maturity CONTINUES IN HOPE TO OFFER “ALL I AM” IN THIS
LIFE
So he who had received five talents came and brought five other talents,
saying, ‘Lord, you delivered to me five talents; look, I have gained five
more talents besides them.’ 21 His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and
faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler


over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.’ Matt
25:20-21 NKJV

