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The Presence of the Holy Spirit  

EMBRACES THOSE NEAR & FAR   

and UNDERMINES ELITISM & EXCLUSIVITY 

He came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to                           
those who were near. 18 For through him we both have access to the                           
Father by one Spirit. Ephesians 2:17­18 

I. Acts 10:1­8 

The Holy Spirit  PURSUES THE OUTSIDER 
 
But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still                           
sinners, Christ died for us.   Romans 5:8 

II. Acts 10:9­16 
9 About noon the following day as they were on their journey and                           
approaching the city, Peter went up on the roof to pray. 10 He became                           
hungry and wanted something to eat, and while the meal was being                       
prepared, he fell into a trance. 11 He saw heaven opened and                       
something like a large sheet being let down to earth by its four                         
corners. 12 It contained all kinds of four­footed animals, as well as                       
reptiles of the earth and birds of the air. 13 Then a voice told him, “Get                               
up, Peter. Kill and eat.” 14 “Surely not, Lord!” Peter replied. “I have                         
never eaten anything impure or unclean.”15 The voice spoke to him a                       
second time, “Do not call anything impure that God has made clean.”                       
16 This happened three times, and immediately the sheet was taken                     
back to heaven. 



The Holy Spirit CORRECTS US IN REGARD TO HOW GOD 
SEES PEOPLE 
 
Accept the one whose faith is weak, without quarreling over disputable                     
matters. 2 One person’s faith allows them to eat anything, but another,                       
whose faith is weak, eats only vegetables. 3 The one who eats everything                         
must not treat with contempt the one who does not, and the one who does                             
not eat everything must not judge the one who does, for God has accepted                           
them.      Romans 14:1­3 

III. Acts 10:17­23a 
17 While Peter was wondering about the meaning of the vision, the                       
men sent by Cornelius found out where Simon’s house was and                     
stopped at the gate. 18 They called out, asking if Simon who was                         
known as Peter was staying there. 19 While Peter was still thinking                       
about the vision, the Spirit said to him, “Simon, three men are looking                         
for you. 20 So get up and go downstairs. Do not hesitate to go with                             
them, for I have sent them.” 21 Peter went down and said to the men,                             
“I’m the one you’re looking for. Why have you come?” 22 The men                         
replied, “We have come from Cornelius the centurion. He is a                     
righteous and God­fearing man, who is respected by all the Jewish                     
people. A holy angel told him to have you come to his house so that                             
he could hear what you have to say.” 23 Then Peter invited the men                           
into the house to be his guests. 

The Holy Spirit CREATES OPPORTUNITIES WHICH 
CHALLENGE OUR ACCEPTANCE OF OTHERS 
 
So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we                               
once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. 17 Therefore, if                           
anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new                             
is here! 18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ                             
and gave us the ministry of reconciliation:                   2 Corinthians 5:16­18 

IV. Acts 10:23b­33 
The next day Peter started out with them, and some of the brothers                         
from Joppa went along. 24 The following day he arrived in Caesarea.                       
Cornelius was expecting them and had called together his relatives                   
and close friends. 25 As Peter entered the house, Cornelius met him                       
and fell at his feet in reverence. 26 But Peter made him get up. “Stand                             
up,” he said, “I am only a man myself.” 27 Talking with him, Peter went                             
inside and found a large gathering of people. 28 He said to them: “You                           
are well aware that it is against our law for a Jew to associate with a                               
Gentile or visit him. But God has shownme that I should not call any                             
man impure or unclean. 29 So when I was sent for, I came without                           



raising any objection. May I ask why you sent for me? 30 Cornelius                         
answered: “Four days ago I was in my house praying at this hour, at                           
three in the afternoon. Suddenly a man in shining clothes stood                     
before me 31 and said, ‘Cornelius, God has heard your prayer and                       
remembered your gifts to the poor. 32 Send to Joppa for Simon who is                           
called Peter. He is a guest in the home of Simon the tanner, who lives                             
by the sea.’ 33 So I sent for you immediately, and it was good of you to                                 
come. Now we are all here in the presence of God to listen to                           
everything the Lord has commanded you to tell us.” 

The Holy Spirit ESTABLISHES EQUALITY & MUTUAL 
HONOR/RESPECT  
 
Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value 
others above yourselves, 4 not looking to your own interests but each of 
you to the interests of the others.           Philippians 2:3­4  

 


