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Maturity is demonstrated IN THE PURSUIT OF UNITY 

Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so 
that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 I have given them 
the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one— 23 I in 
them and you in me—so that they may be brought to complete unity. 
John 17:20-23 

I. Philippians 1:27-30 
27 Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the 
gospel of Christ. Then, whether I come and see you or only hear 
about you in my absence, I will know that you stand firm in the one 
Spirit, striving together as one for the faith of the gospel 28 without 
being frightened in any way by those who oppose you. This is a 
sign to them that they will be destroyed, but that you will be 
saved—and that by God. 29 For it has been granted to you on behalf 
of Christ not only to believe in him, but also to suffer for him, 30 

since you are going through the same struggle you saw I had, and 
now hear that I still have. 
Maturity REALIZES THAT UNITY IS A WORTHY GOAL TO 
STRIVE FOR 
How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together in unity! 2 It 
is like precious oil poured on the head, running down on the beard, 
running down on Aaron’s beard, down on the collar of his robe. 3 It is as if 
the dew of Hermon were falling on Mount Zion. For there the Lord 
bestows his blessing, even life forevermore. Psalm 133:1-3 

II. Philippians 2:1-4 

 



1 Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with 
Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any common sharing in the 
Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2 then make my joy 
complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in 
spirit and of one mind. 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain 
conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, 4 not 
looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the 
others. 

Maturity NEVERS SEES THE NEED TO PROMOTE ONESELF 
ALLOWING OTHERS THE ROOM TO RISE 

Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up. 11 Brothers 
and sisters, do not slander one another. James 4:10-11a 

III. Philippians 2:5-11 
5 In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as 
Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider 
equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; 7 
rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a 
servant, being made in human likeness. 8 And being found in 
appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to 
death—even death on a cross! 9 Therefore God exalted him to the 
highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, 10 
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue acknowledge that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

Maturity DOES NOT EQUATE ONE’S WORDS, FEELINGS OR 
UNDERSTANDING WITH GOD’S  

Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where 
there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will 
pass away. 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10 but when 
completeness comes, what is in part disappears. 11 When I was a child, I 
talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I 
became a man, I put the ways of childhood behind me. 1 Corinthians 
13:8-13 

 


