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Sermon Notes

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has
gone, the new is here! ' All this is from God, who reconciled us to
himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: ' that
God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s
sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of
reconciliation. 2 Corinthians 5:17-21

Reconciliation is HOW WE DEMONSTRATE GOD’S

“FAITHFUL PRESENCE” THROUGH FORGIVENESS,

HUMILITY AND LOVE

I. Matthew 18:15-20

5 “If your brother or sister sins, go and point out their fault, just
between the two of you. If they listen to you, you have won them
over. ' But if they will not listen, take one or two others along, so
that ‘every matter may be established by the testimony of two or
three witnesses.’ 7 If they still refuse to listen, tell it to the church;
and if they refuse to listen even to the church, treat them as you
would a pagan or a tax collector.

In the Church, Reconciliation DEMONSTRATES THAT THE
“RECONCILING POWER OF CHRIST” IS REAL

Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and
patience. " Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you
has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.
" And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in
perfect unity. Colossians 3:12-14



Il. 1 Corinthians 6:1-8

5 | say this to shame you. Is it possible that there is nobody among
you wise enough to judge a dispute between believers? ¢ But
instead, one brother takes another to court—and this in front of
unbelievers! 7 The very fact that you have lawsuits among you
means you have been completely defeated already. Why not rather
be wronged? Why not rather be cheated? 8 Instead, you yourselves
cheat and do wrong, and you do this to your brothers and sisters.

In the Neighborhood, Reconciliation DISPLAYS VALUE
FOR PEOPLE OVER PRIDE OR POWER

People who do not believe are living all around you and might say that
you are doing wrong. Live such good lives that they will see the good
things you do and will give glory to God on the day when Christ comes
again. 1 Peter 2:12 CEV

lll. Matthew 5:9-14

® Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of
God..."” You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its
saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for
anything, except to be thrown out and trampled underfoot. '* You
are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden.

In the World, Reconciliation ATTRACTS OUTSIDERS BY
BEING PEOPLE OF PEACE

Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every
opportunity. ® Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned
with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone. Colossians
4:5-6



