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Sermon Notes

We weren’t, you know, just wishing on a star when we laid the facts out
before you regarding the powerful return of our Master, Jesus Christ. We
were there for the preview! We saw it with our own eyes: Jesus resplendent
with light from God the Father as the voice of Majestic Glory spoke: “This
is my Son, marked by my love, focus of all my delight.” We were there on
the holy mountain with him. We heard the voice out of heaven with our very
own ears. '%2" We couldn’t be more sure of what we saw and heard—God’s
glory, God’s voice. The prophetic Word was confirmed to us. You'll do well
to keep focusing on it. It’s the one light you have in a dark time as you
wait for daybreak and the rising of the Morning Star in your hearts.
2 Peter 1:16-19 MSG

It takes TOTAL commitment to follow THE STAR, JESUS!

l. Matthew 2:1-2

1 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of
King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked,
“Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his
star when it rose and have come to worship him.”

Total Commitment IS A LIFETIME OF SEEKING AND
JOURNEYING

And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who
comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who
earnestly seek him. Hebrews 11:6

Il. Matthew 2:3-8:12

3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem
with him...” Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from
them the exact time the star had appeared. ® He sent them to
Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the child. As soon
as you find him, report to me, so that | too may go and worship
him.”...'> And having been warned in a dream not to go back to
Herod, they returned to their country by another route.

Total Commitment RECOGNIZES DECEPTION AND




REFUSES TO RETURN TO IT

6 So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in

him, 7 rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were

taught, and overflowing with thankfulness. & See to it that no one takes you

captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human
tradition and the basic principles of this world rather than on Christ. ° For in

Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, ° and you have been

given fullness in Christ, who is the head over every power and authority.
Colossians 2:6-10

I1l. Matthew 2:9-11

® After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star
they had seen when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over
the place where the child was. ' When they saw the star, they were

overjoyed. "' On coming to the house, they saw the child with his
mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they

opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold,
frankincense and myrrh.

Total Commitment MEANS GIVING EXTRAVAGANTLY OF ALL
WE ARE AND ALL WE HAVE

7 But whatever was to my profit | now consider loss for the sake of Christ. ®
What is more, | consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing
greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake | have lost all
things. | consider them rubbish, that | may gain Christ ® and be found in
him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but
that which is through faith in Christ—the righteousness that comes from
God and is by faith. Philippians 3:7-9

IV. Matthew 2:13-16

8 When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he
was furious, and he gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem
and its vicinity who were two years old and under, in accordance
with the time he had learned from the Magi.

Total Commitment MAKES THE ENEMY ANGRY

% Don’t be intimidated in any way by your enemies. This will be a sign to
them that they are going to be destroyed, but that you are going to be
saved, even by God himself. ? For you have been given not only the
privilege of trusting in Christ but also the privilege of suffering for him.
Philippians 1:28-29 NLT



