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“Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have no
money, Come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and
without cost. 2 Why spend money on what is not bread, and your labor on
what does not satisfy? Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, and you
will delight in the richest of fare. ” Isaiah 55:1-2

Christmastime IS GOD’S INVITATION TO ALL MANKIND

Everything that goes into a life of pleasing God has been miraculously
given to us by getting to know, personally and intimately, the One who
invited us to God. The best invitation we ever received! We were also
given absolutely terrific promises to pass on to you—your tickets to
participation in the life of God after you turned your back on a world
corrupted by lust. 2 Peter 1:3-4 MSG

l. John 1:35-39

3% The next day John was there again with two of his disciples. 3°
When he saw Jesus passing by, he said, “Look, the Lamb of God!” ¥
When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus. *
Turning around, Jesus saw them following and asked, “What do you
want?” They said, “Rabbi” (which means “Teacher”), “where are you
staying?” % “Come,” he replied, “and you will see.” So they went and
saw where he was staying, and they spent that day with him. It was
about four in the afternoon.

Jesus Invites us to Come AND SEE

| ask—ask the God of our Master, Jesus Christ, the God of glory—to make
you intelligent and discerning in knowing him personally, your eyes
focused and clear, so that you can see exactly what it is he is calling you to
do, grasp the immensity of this glorious way of life he has for his followers,
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oh, the utter extravagance of his work in us who trust him—endless
energy, boundless strength!  Eph. 1:17-19 MSG

Il. Matthew 4:18-20

8 As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two
brothers, Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew. They were
casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. '° “Come, follow
me,” Jesus said, “and | will send you out to fish for people.” 2° At
once they left their nets and followed him.

Jesus Invites us to Come AND FOLLOW

So imitate God. Follow Him like adored children, ? and live in love as the
Anointed One loved you—so much that He gave Himself as a fragrant
sacrifice, pleasing God. Ephesians 5:1 VOICE

lll. Matthew 16:21-26

2 From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he
must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the
elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that he must
be killed and on the third day be raised to life. 22 Peter took him aside
and began to rebuke him. “Never, Lord!” he said. “This shall never
happen to you!” 2 Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me,
Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the
concerns of God, but merely human concerns.” 2* Then Jesus said to
his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. % For whoever
wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me
will find it. 2 What good will it be for someone to gain the whole
world, yet forfeit their soul? Or what can anyone give in exchange for
their soul?

Jesus Invites us to Come AND DIE

24 Veery truly I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies,
it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds. ?°
Anyone who loves their life will lose it, while anyone who hates their life in
this world will keep it for eternal life. John 12:24-25

Close: So, friends, confirm God'’s invitation to you, his choice of you. Don’t
put it off; do it now. Do this, and you'll have your life on a firm footing, the
streets paved and the way wide open into the eternal kingdom of our
Master and Savior, Jesus Christ. 2 Peter 1:10-11 MSG






