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Sermon Notes

“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry
and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? % When did we
see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you?
39 When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ * “The King
will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these
brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’ Matthew 25:37-40

Being with the Least of These is BEING FAITHFULLY
PRESENT TO THE DISENFRANCHISED

All they asked was that we should continue to remember the poor, the
very thing | had been eager to do all along. Galatians 2:10

I. Acts 2:44-47

4 All the believers were together and had everything in common.
4 They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had
need. ¢ Every day they continued to meet together in the temple
courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad
and sincere hearts, *’ praising God and enjoying the favor of all the
people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were
being saved.

In the Church, Being with the Least of These...

MEANS HOLDING ALL AS EQUAL AND RELATING WITH
EVERYONE

" My brothers and sisters, believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ
must not show favoritism... James 2:1-7



Il. Luke 16:19-31

% “There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen
and lived in luxury every day. 2° At his gate was laid a beggar named
Lazarus, covered with sores ?' and longing to eat what fell from the
rich man’s table. Even the dogs came and licked his sores.?? “The
time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to
Abraham’s side. The rich man also died and was buried. # In Hades,
where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away,
with Lazarus by his side. * So he called to him, ‘Father Abraham,
have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in
water and cool my tongue, because | am in agony in this fire.” %
“But Abraham replied, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you
received your good things, while Lazarus received bad things, but
now he is comforted here and you are in agony...

In the Neighborhood, Being with the Least of These...

IS SEEING THOSE ON OUR DOORSTEPS AS OUR
BROTHERS AND SISTERS

7 Share your food with the hungry and bring poor, homeless people into
your own homes. When you see someone who has no clothes, give him
yours, and don’t refuse to help your own relatives.  Then your light will
shine like the dawn, and your wounds will quickly heal. Your God will
walk before you, and the glory of the Lord will protect you from behind.
Isaiah 58:7-9a NCV

lll. Matthew 9:35-36

% Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their
synagogues, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and
healing every disease and sickness. % When he saw the crowds, he
had compassion on them, because they were harassed and
helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.

In the World, Being with the Least of These...

IS TAKING OUR UNCONDITIONAL COMPASSION OUT TO
THE STREETS

Those who had been scattered preached the word wherever they went.
° Philip went down to a city in Samaria and proclaimed the Messiah
there. ® When the crowds heard Philip and saw the signs he performed,
they all paid close attention to what he said. ” For with shrieks, impure
spirits came out of many, and many who were paralyzed or lame were
healed. ¢ So there was great joy in that city. Acts 8:4-8



