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Train up a child in the way he should go, And when he is old he will not
depart from it. Proverbs 22:6 NKJV

Being with Children IS OUR OPPORTUNITY TO ENCOUNTER
GOD’S PRESENCE IN THEM
1

At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who, then, is the
greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” 2 He called a little child to him, and
placed the child among them. 3 And he said: “Truly I tell you, unless you
change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom
of heaven. 4 Therefore, whoever takes the lowly position of this child is
the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 5 And whoever welcomes one
such child in my name welcomes me. 6 “If anyone causes one of these
little ones—those who believe in me—to stumble, it would be better for
them to have a large millstone hung around their neck and to be drowned
in the depths of the sea. Matthew 18:1-6
I. Ephesians 6:1-4
1
Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2 “Honor
your father and mother”—which is the first commandment with a
promise— 3 “so that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy
long life on the earth.” 4 Fathers, do not exasperate your children;
instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord.

In the Church, Being with Children…
IS A RELATIONSHIP OF MUTUAL SUBMISSION IN CHRIST
“Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.”  Ephesians 5:21
II.  Mark 10:13-16
13
People were bringing little children to Jesus for him to place his
hands on them, but the disciples rebuked them. 14
 When Jesus saw
this, he was indignant. He said to them, “Let the little children come
to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to

such as these. 15
 Truly I tell you, anyone who will not receive the
kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.” 16
 And he took
the children in his arms, placed his hands on them and blessed
them.

In the Neighborhood, Being with Children…
IS MAKING EVERY EFFORT TO BREAK DOWN BARRIERS
BETWEEN THEM AND JESUS
For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has
destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility. Ephesians 2:14
III. Matthew 22:14-16
14
The blind and the lame came to him at the temple, and he healed
them. 15
 But when the chief priests and the teachers of the law saw
the wonderful things he did and the children shouting in the temple
courts, “Hosanna to the Son of David,” they were indignant. 16
 “Do
you hear what these children are saying?” they asked him. “Yes,”
replied Jesus, “have you never read, “‘From the lips of children and
infants you, Lord, have called forth your praise’?”

In the World, Being with Children…
RECOGNIZES THAT ALL CHILDREN ARE NEARER TO THE
KINGDOM OF GOD THAN WE THINK
At that time Jesus said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and
revealed them to little children.”   Matthew 11:25

