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Sermon Notes

Maturity is shown in the way WE IMITATE GOD BY GIVING
AND RECEIVING IN LOVING GENEROSITY

Watch what God does, and then you do it, like children who learn proper
behavior from their parents. Mostly what God does is love you. Keep
company with him and learn a life of love. Observe how Christ loved us.
His love was not cautious but extravagant. He didn’t love in order to get
something from us but to give everything of himself to us. Love like that.
Ephesians 5:1-2 MSG

I. Philippians 4:10-13

| rejoiced greatly in the Lord that at last you renewed your
concern for me. Indeed, you were concerned, but you had no
opportunity to show it. "' | am not saying this because | am in need,
for | have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. 2 |
know what it is to be in need, and | know what it is to have plenty. |
have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation,
whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. * |
can do all this through him who gives me strength.

Mature Giving shows CONCERN for people regardless of our
personal CIRCUMSTANCES

Mature Receiving demonstrates CONTENTMENT in all
CIRCUMSTANCES through Christ, keeping us from becoming
MANIPULATIVE AND ENTITLED

Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what
you have, because God has said, “Never will | leave you; never will |
forsake you.” Hebrews 13:5


Frank Jackson



Il. Philippians 4:14-20

4 Yet it was good of you to share in my troubles. ' Moreover, as
you Philippians know, in the early days of your acquaintance with
the gospel, when | set out from Macedonia, not one church shared
with me in the matter of giving and receiving, except you only; ' for
even when | was in Thessalonica, you sent me aid more than once
when | was in need. "7 Not that | desire your gifts; what | desire is
that more be credited to your account. ' | have received full
payment and have more than enough. | am amply supplied, now
that | have received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent. They are
a fragrant offering, an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God. *® And
my God will meet all your needs according to the riches of his glory
in Christ Jesus. 2 To our God and Father be glory for ever and ever.
Amen.

Mature Giving finds a way to CONNECT with someone’s
trouble and have CONSISTENCY walking with them in their
journey.

Mature Receiving recognizes the CONTRIBUTION as a
Sacrifice and is seen as a CREDIT to the Giver showing both
GRATITUDE AND HONOR

Give, and you will receive. You will be given much. Pressed down,
shaken together, and running over, it will spill into your lap. The way you
give to others is the way God will give to you.” Luke 6:38 NCV

lll. Philippians 4:21-22

21 Greet all God’s people in Christ Jesus. The brothers and sisters
who are with me send greetings. 2 All God’s people here send you
greetings, especially those who belong to Caesar’s household. %
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen.

Mature Giving & Receiving declares THE EQUALITY OF ALL
WHO RECEIVE GRACE IN CHRIST.

So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, ? for all of
you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 2
There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male
and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. Galatians 3:26-28



