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We are Marked by Jesus WHEN OUR SCARRED LIVES BEAR 
WITNESS TO THE CROSS 

May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through 
which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. 15 Neither 
circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything; what counts is the new 
creation. 16 Peace and mercy to all who follow this rule—to the Israel of 
God. 17 From now on, let no one cause me trouble, for I bear on my body 
the marks of Jesus. Galatians 6:14-17 

The Resurrection Life WILL ALWAYS FACE 
COUNTERATTACKS  

I. Mark 3:7-12  

7 Jesus withdrew with his disciples to the lake, and a large crowd 
from Galilee followed... 10 For he had healed many, so that those 
with diseases were pushing forward to touch him. 11 Whenever the 
impure spirits saw him, they fell down before him and cried out, 
“You are the Son of God.” 12 But he gave them strict orders not to 
tell others about him. 

Counterattacks WILL COME ANYTIME YOU EXPERIENCE 
THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on the full 
armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil’s 
schemes. 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against 
the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world 
and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. Ephesians 
6:10-12 

 



II. Mark 3:13-19 
13 Jesus went up on a mountainside and called to him those he 
wanted, and they came to him. 14 He appointed twelve that they 
might be with him and that he might send them out to preach 15 and 
to have authority to drive out demons. 16 These are the twelve he 
appointed: Simon (to whom he gave the name Peter), 17 James son 
of Zebedee and his brother John (to them he gave the name 
Boanerges, which means “sons of thunder”), 18 Andrew, Philip, 
Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James son of Alphaeus, 
Thaddaeus, Simon the Zealot 19 and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed 
him. 

Counterattacks WILL COME FROM WITHIN YOUR INNER 
CIRCLE 

If an enemy were insulting me, I could endure it; if a foe were rising 
against me, I could hide. 13 But it is you, a man like myself, my 
companion, my close friend, 14 with whom I once enjoyed sweet 
fellowship at the house of God, as we walked about among the 
worshipers. Psalm 55:12-14 

III. Mark 3:20-32 

20 Then Jesus entered a house, and again a crowd gathered, so that 
he and his disciples were not even able to eat. 21 When his family 
heard about this, they went to take charge of him, for they said, “He 
is out of his mind.”22 And the teachers of the law who came down 
from Jerusalem said, “He is possessed by Beelzebul! By the prince 
of demons he is driving out demons.”23 So Jesus called them over 
to him and began to speak to them in parables: “How can Satan 
drive out Satan? 24 If a kingdom is divided against itself, that 
kingdom cannot stand... 31 Then Jesus’ mother and brothers 
arrived. Standing outside, they sent someone in to call him. 32 A 
crowd was sitting around him, and they told him, “Your mother and 
brothers are outside looking for you.”33 “Who are my mother and 
my brothers?” he asked...35 Whoever does God’s will is my brother 
and sister and mother.” 

Counterattacks OFTEN COME FROM PEOPLE YOU NEVER 
EXPECTED 

Such men are not true apostles but are workers who lie. They change 
themselves to look like apostles of Christ. 14 This does not surprise us. 
Even Satan changes himself to look like an angel of light. 15 So it does 
not surprise us if Satan’s servants also make themselves look like 
servants who work for what is right. 2 Corinthians 11:13-15a NCV 


