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Sermon Outline Notes

By the rivers of Babylon we sat and wept when we remembered Zion. ?
There on the poplars we hung our harps, 3 for there our captors asked us
for songs, our tormentors demanded songs of joy; they said, “Sing us
one of the songs of Zion!” * How can we sing the songs of the Lorp while
in a foreign land? Psalm 137:1-4

We are Exiled when LIFE FEELS UNFAMILIAR AND/OR
UNCOMFORTABLE

And When We Feel UNAPPRECIATED AND UNRECOGNIZED

| have warned you before (and now say again through my tears) that we
have many enemies—people who reject the cross of the Anointed. ™°
They are ruled by their bellies, their glory comes by shame, and their
minds are fixed on the things of this world. They are doomed. ?° But we
are citizens of heaven, exiles on earth waiting eagerly for a Liberator, our
Lord Jesus the Anointed, to come... Philippians 3:18-20 VOICE

I. Jeremiah 29:4-6 - City commons (faithful presence)

4 This is what the Lorp Almighty, the God of Israel, says to all those |
carried into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: ® “Build houses and
settle down; plant gardens and eat what they produce. ¢ Marry and
have sons and daughters; find wives for your sons and give your
daughters in marriage, so that they too may have sons and
daughters. Increase in number there; do not decrease.

In Exile we are called TO ENGAGE THE CULTURE

Dear friends, | urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to abstain from sinful
desires, which wage war against your soul. 2 Live such good lives
among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they
may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us. 1
Peter 2:11-12



Il. Jeremiah 29:7-9 -Shalom for the captors is necessary for our
shalom

7 Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which | have
carried you into exile. Pray to the Loro for it, because if it prospers,
you too will prosper.”

8 Yes, this is what the Loro Almighty, the God of Israel, says: “Do
not let the prophets and diviners among you deceive you. Do not
listen to the dreams you encourage them to have. ° They are
prophesying lies to you in my name. | have not sent them,” declares
the Lorp.

In Exile we are called TO BE A BLESSING TO THOSE
AROUND US INCLUDING OUR “OPPRESSORS”

This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants,
who give their full time to governing. ” Give to everyone what you owe
them: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect,
then respect; if honor, then honor.® Let no debt remain outstanding,
except the continuing debt to love one another, for whoever loves others
has fulfilled the law. Romans 13:6-8

lll. Jeremiah 29:10-14 - God is working in exile

° This is what the Lorp says: “When seventy years are completed
for Babylon, | will come to you and fulfill my good promise to bring
you back to this place. ' For | know the plans | have for you,”
declares the Lorp, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans
to give you hope and a future. '2 Then you will call on me and come
and pray to me, and | will listen to you. " You will seek me and find
me when you seek me with all your heart. ' | will be found by you,”
declares the Lorp, “and will bring you back from captivity. | will
gather you from all the nations and places where | have banished
you,” declares the Lorp, “and will bring you back to the place from
which | carried you into exile.”

In Exile we are called TO RECOGNIZE THE WORK OF GOD
AND HAVE HOPE

That’s why we live with such good cheer. You won't see us drooping our
heads or dragging our feet! Cramped conditions here don’t get us down.
They only remind us of the spacious living conditions ahead. It's what we
trust in but don'’t yet see that keeps us going. Do you suppose a few ruts
in the road or rocks in the path are going to stop us? When the time
comes, we’ll be plenty ready to exchange exile for homecoming. 2
Corinthians 5:9-10 MSG



