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Sermon Outline Notes 

Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who               
will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” Isaiah 6:8 

Sixteen years ago God Sent us ​TO REACH THIS COMMUNITY 
And ​GOD IS STILL SENDING US​ because ​WE ARE A SENT PEOPLE 

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the            
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,​ 20 and teaching                
them to obey everything I have commanded you. Matthew 28:19-20 

The best way to reach a Community ​IS CHURCH PLANTING 
 
I. ​Acts 11:19-21 
19 ​Now those who had been scattered by the persecution that broke            
out when Stephen was killed traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus           
and Antioch, spreading the word only among Jews. ​20 ​Some of           
them, however, men from Cyprus and Cyrene, went to Antioch and           
began to speak to Greeks also, telling them the good news about            
the Lord Jesus. ​21 The Lord’s hand was with them, and a great             
number of people believed and turned to the Lord.  

We plant churches because ​IT’S THE BEST FORM OF 
EVANGELISM 

It has always been my ambition to preach the gospel where Christ was             
not known, so that I would not be building on someone else’s foundation.             



 

21​ Rather, as it is written: “Those who were not told about him will see,               
and those who have not heard will understand.”    Romans 15:20-21 

II. ​Acts 11:22-30  
22 ​News of this reached the church in Jerusalem, and they sent 
Barnabas to Antioch. ​23​ When he arrived and saw what the grace of 
God had done, he was glad and encouraged them all to remain true 
to the Lord with all their hearts. ​24​ He was a good man, full of the 
Holy Spirit and faith, and a great number of people were brought to 
the Lord. ​25​ Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, ​26 ​and 
when he found him, he brought him to Antioch. So for a whole year 
Barnabas and Saul met with the church and taught great numbers 
of people. The disciples were called Christians first at Antioch.  

We plant churches because ​IT PROVIDES OPPORTUNITIES       
FOR LEADERSHIP AND CALLING 

So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the           
pastors and teachers,​ 12 to equip his people for works of service, so that              
the body of Christ may be built up​ 13 until we all reach unity in the faith                 
and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to              
the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. Ephesians 4:11-13 

III. ​Acts 13:1-3  
1 ​Now in the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers:            
Barnabas, Simeon called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen (who had          
been brought up with Herod the tetrarch) and Saul. ​2 ​While they            
were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set           
apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called              
them.” ​3 So after they had fasted and prayed, they placed their            
hands on them and sent them off.  

We plant churches because ​IT MAKES FOR A HEALTHY 
CHURCH 

Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form               
one body, so it is with Christ.​ 13 For we were all baptized by one Spirit so                 
as to form one body—whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free—and we            
were all given the one Spirit to drink.​ 14 Even so the body is not made up                 
of one part but of many. 1 Corinthians 12:12-14 


