
 

4. “What’s Going On...with My Community?” 
The Vineyard Church of Conroe 
R. W. McDonald, B. Fox, & J. Looney 

April 24, 2016 

Sermon Outline Notes 

When we ask “What’s Going On?”​ ​WE ARE EXPRESSING 
OUR NEED FOR PEACE  
Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and                         
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. ​7 And the                     
peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts                     
and your minds in Christ Jesus.                                      Philippians 4:6­7 

I. ​John 9:1­7​ Decay (physical) 
As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. ​2 His disciples                           
asked hi​m, “Rabbi,who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was                       
born blind?” ​3 “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said                     
Jesus, “but this happened so that the works of God might be                       
displayed in him.​4 As long as it is day, we must do the works of him                                 
who sent me. Night ​is coming, when no one can work. ​5 While I am                             
in the world, I am the light of the world.” ​6 After saying this, he spit                               
on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it on the                           
man’s eyes. ​7 “Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam” (this                           
word means “Sent”). So the man went and washed, and came home                       
seeing.     

Peace is found when I ​STOP COMPLAINING OR BLAMING 
FOR DECAY AND RECEIVE VISION OF BEAUTY 
19​For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be                             
revealed. ​20 ​For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own                         
choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that the                               
creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into                         
the freedom and glory of the children of God.   ​Romans 8:19­21 



II. ​Ephesians 2:14­18​ Diversity (Culture/Language/Socioeconomic) 
14 ​For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one                           
and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, ​15 by                       
setting aside in his flesh the law with its commands and                     
regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new humanity                     
out of the two, thus making peace, ​16 and in one body to reconcile                           
both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death                           
their hostility. ​17 He came and preached peace to you who were far                         
away and peace to those who were near.​18 For through him we both                           
have access to the Father by one Spirit. 

Peace is found when I ​APPRECIATE DIVERSITY AND 
CHOOSE UNITY OVER UNIFORMITY 
9a After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no                               
one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing                     
before the throne and before the Lamb.                            Revelation 7:9a 

III. ​John 4:1­42​ Dissolution/Detached (Relational) 
28 Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the town and                           
said to the people, ​29 “Come, see a man who told me everything I                           
ever did. Could this be the Messiah?” ​30 They came out of the town                           
and made their way toward him… ​39 ​Many of the Samaritans from                       
that town believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He                     
told me everything I ever did.” 

Peace is found when I ​SHOW LOVE AND PURSUE 
FRIENDSHIP WITH PEOPLE IN MY COMMUNITY 
9 ​But you are a chosen people, royal priests, a holy nation, a people for                             
God’s own possession. You were chosen to tell about the wonderful acts                       
of God, who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.​10 ​At one                             
time you were not a people, but now you are God’s people. In the past                             
you had never received mercy, but now you have received God’s                     
mercy.​11 ​Dear friends, you are like foreigners and strangers in this world.                       
I beg you to avoid the evil things your bodies want to do that fight against                               
your soul. ​12 ​People who do not believe are living all around you and                           
might say that you are doing wrong. Live such good lives that they will                           
see the good things you do and will give glory to God on the day when                               
Christ comes again.                 1 Peter 2:9­12  


